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Towards a Net Zero, 
Nature Positive 
Scotland:



The NPF4 impetus:

• Guides spatial development

• Sets out national planning policies

• Designates national developments

• Highlights regional spatial priorities.

Approved by the Scottish Parliament

Adopted 13 February 2023

Part of statutory development plan



Our Plan-led system: 







Policy 1 – Tackling the Climate and Nature Crises

When considering all development proposals 
significant weight will be given to the global climate 
and nature crisis



Policy 2 – Climate 
mitigation and adaptation



Developing with Nature - core principles
• Consider biodiversity from the outset

• Apply the mitigation hierarchy

• Provide synergies and connectivity for nature

• Integrate nature to deliver multiple benefits

• Take a place-based and inclusive approach

• Prioritise on-site enhancement before off-site

• Ensure long term enhancement is secured

• Additionality / no ‘double-counting’



Shifting the EIA mindset: 

• Focus on key issue / demonstrate 
alignment with NPF4

• Accessible EIA Reports/ clear sign-
posting

• Cumulative impacts / multi-regime 
consenting

• Working collectively and collaboratively 
to drive change.
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