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Founded in 1971, we are the world’s largest 
specialist sustainability consultancy, offering 
unparalleled depth and breadth of expertise.

Our purpose: Shaping a sustainable future with the world’s 
leading organizations

Our purpose guides everything we do. Through our unique 
combination of strategic transformation and technical delivery 
capabilities, ERM partners with clients to operationalize 
sustainability & EHS at pace and scale.  

We are a recognized market leader in sustainability 
consulting 

Numerous industry benchmarks attest to our market 
leadership and the majority of our work is sole-sourced, 
reflecting trusted partnerships we build with our clients.

Sustainability is our business ERM OVERVIEW

55% 
of Fortune 500

70% 
of Fortune 100

We partner with…

Sustainability 
consulting leader
Verdantix Green 
Quadrant 2024

40
Countries & territories

8000+
Professionals

Market leader in 
sustainability services
HFS Horizons: Sustainability 
Services, 2024

50+
Years of experience

140+
Offices
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Through our relationships with leading multistakeholder 
organizations, we work alongside leaders from industry, 
government, nongovernmental organizations and academia to 
shape a sustainable future for all. 

We are part of a wider 
sustainability ecosystem
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Renewables policy and practice
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Policy Practice

Planning

Grid Readiness for batches

RESS Need to be cost effective

Stakeholders Need to listen and work together  
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Need to be robust yet proportionate. 
New processes bedding in



Potential risks 
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Policy Practice

Planning
Need to be robust yet proportionate. 

New processes bedding in

Grid (ECP) Readiness for batches

RESS Need to be cost effective

Stakeholders Need to listen and work together  
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Risks

Increased data and quality but 
streamlined documents, limited 

second chances, programme 
implications, procedural vulnerability                       

Missing grid connection window, 
impacting wider project 

programme milestones / delivery

Pressure on cost can impact upon 
quality and programme

Social license to operate, wider 
technical and legal challenge
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Opportunities 
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• Smarter surveys

• Peatland surveys using drone mounted 
sensors 

◦ efficiency, cost effectiveness, high 
resolution data,  non-destructive, 
improved access, repeatability

• Data Stack  

◦ robust baseline data, quality data for 
better data driven decision making, 
reduction in repeat site visits, constraints 
data available to project team early in 
process, robust datasets for regulatory 
engagement

• Sensors inclusive of High-definition imagery (RGB) (e.g. 
habitat mapping and peat condition), Thermal, LiDAR, 
GPR, multi/ hyperspectral (e.g. habitat classification)



Opportunities 
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• Collaboration and 
consensus 

• OWEKH – Offshore 
Wind Evidence 
Knowledge Hub 

◦ Having all of the 
latest information, 
data and guidance 
available in one place

• A Community of Practice 

• Marine Data Exchange 



Opportunities 
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• Strategic or standardised ways of 
working 

• Strategic Environmental 
Compensation 

◦ Habitat restoration and 
enhancement

• Spatial Planning 

◦ DMAPs

◦ Renewable Energy Acceleration 
Areas  (under RED III) 
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What might the future look like? 
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• Digital integration

• How can we be more consistent and efficient in delivery and determination?

• AI in practice!

• Moving to Digital EIA? 

◦ Commitment in new Government Digital and AI strategy to  digital public 
services 

◦ Although not EIA-specific reforms, potential to impact upon digital EIA

◦ Danish Digital EIA as a Case Study

- Danish EPA - cBrain F2® platform

- DREAMS Project 

- Danmarks Miljøportal – EA-Hub
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Wrap up
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• Renewable energy policy pillars are impacting upon EIA 
and consenting practice

• There is a growing need to do more, with less and to do it 
faster - quality, programme, cost and engagement under 
greater scrutiny 

• This has the potential to increase risks for project 
developments

• Importantly, there are significant opportunities that can be 
leveraged within practice to help mitigate some of these 
risks

◦ Working smarter   

◦ Collaborating more widely and efficiently 

◦ Moving to standardized and strategic ways of working

◦ Acceleration of digital integration 



Thank you
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